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One cover, two magazines, one team. OLYMPIACOS ASSOCIATION OF THE FANS OF PIRAEUS. The We Are Olympiacos 
magazine was created timidly two years ago from the inner need in every one of us to bring the fans of the team closer. 
To open up some closed doors for you so you would get to see all the protagonists through our eyes the way 
we experience them on a daily basis.
     We are happy that we are not alone anymore. We are happy to have a little ‘sibling’, the Football team’s and the 
Amateur Club’s magazine and we are looking forward to browse through ‘OLYMPIACOS’ with you.
     We have chosen to have the same cover, we have chosen to share a common centerpiece in this issue and to 
exchange many other features and articles in this issue as well as in the ones to follow. Why? Because our main goal 
is that you enjoy, you, the Olympiacos’ fans, both magazines. Because you are the heart of this team.
     Nikos and Vassilis, Jenny, Andreas and Antonis, we all together have a common goal. To offer you, the readers, the 
joy and ability to get to know better everyone who plays for the ‘reds’.
     So, have a good read and be sure that the best is yet to come. Because We Keep On Dreaming and Together We 
Fight. Because We Are Olympiacos...

Christos G. Bafes
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Some people are born with a charisma. 
Some become charismatic with hard work 

and persistence. In the case of Brandon Paul 
however, these two factors got to combine. 
The American guard of Olympiacos unfolds 
through “We Are Olympiacos” the story of 
his life and proved that nothing is stronger 

than the human mind.
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On April 30, 1991, Lynda and Cliff 
Sr Paul welcomed in the world 
the second of their three sons. 
“I grew up in Chicago, Illinois. 
I have two brothers. Darius is 

25 years old and my older brother Cliff Jr 
is 31. My father had been a cop for twen-
ty years, however, he has retired. He lives 
and works in San Antonio. My mother 
has now her own company is a financial 
consultant. They both enjoy their life in 
San Antonio, where it’s hot”, Brandon 
Paul said making an initial introduction 
of his family. 
     Being involved with sports did not 
happen at random. It was purely genes. 
“My mom used to play basketball at col-
legiate level and had a great impact on 
my sports life. Also, my dad, who had 
played American football at semi-pro 
level, ‘pushed’ me and my brothers to try 
different sports at a very young age. We 
even tried karate!”
     Basketball hadn’t been his original 
choice, it was however his destiny! “I 
played football for a year and I was sim-
ply good because I was quick and ath-
letic. However, I wasn’t that good… It 
takes a different ‘spirit’ to play American 
football”.  He then turned to basketball, a 
sport which he was born to play and his 
mother had realized that when she had 
been pregnant with him! “She had told 
me that when she had an ultrasound she 
noticed that my legs were more devel-
oped than what’s usual”. 
     The real reason he turned to basket-
ball however, was his big brother. “Cliff Jr 
had been very good up until high-school 
and very clever. He finally though chose 
academia. However, thanks to him, I 
started playing against older kids that 
were bigger than kids my age. It was a 
great influence for me. I always tried to 
play with him and his friends. There were 
times though that they wouldn’t let me 
play with them, so I would be going to 
my mom and she would make them play 
me!” he says laughing. 

«An athlete since the 
ultrasound!»
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«Both a mom and a coach!»

L ynda Paul - who had discerned her son’s tal-
ent - was not a typical mom that was happy 
to make … interventions to neighborhood 
games. She rather took matters into her own 
hands!”I joined a team, but they wouldn’t use 

me the right way. They would be playing me the wrong 
position. My mother noticed that and decided to be-
come my coach. So, she created a program for me and 
my friends that we all followed for a few years. This was 
after high school. It was a successful program”. 
     How is though to have your mom as your coach? “It 
was hard, because she was my mom and that role never 
changes. At the same time, she was my coach though. 
When the game was over, other kids got to go home, 
but I would be going home with the coach. This is hard 
sometimes, but it sure helped me a lot. She was very 

tough with me and she obviously had every right to be. I 
was the best player on the team and she always expect-
ed more from me. More than anybody else…”.  
     His mother built the foundation and then let him 
evolve basketball wise. So, for many years now, their 
relationship is the traditional one between mother and 
son. “I don’t ask her that much about basketball any-
more, but mainly about all related to finances and busi-
ness. I recently bought some property and needed her 
advice. We talk about small things where she can help 
me with mother’s instinct as well as with her knowledge 
of things. Mom always knows better!”
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«I became the man of the house»

Everything seemed ideal for a time. Two par-
ents that do the best they can and three hap-
py kids. Nevertheless, there had been a tough 
moment that forced the American guard to 
abruptly mature and discover his leading 

nature. “I came home from school and saw my moth-
er crying. She told me we were at war. I was 10 in 2001 
when the Towers were attacked. It was then that my dad 
was transferred at a military base in Spain in regard to 
security. It had also happened in the past, he had been 
at the Persian Golf. However, this was the first time he 
would be leaving us behind. It was something that I felt 
I couldn’t manage at the moment. I was very young. I 
remember myself crying all the time. I was different at 
school. My friends would be always asking why I had 
changed. I got into a fight one day. I started yelling at 
my classmates and then broke down in the classroom. It 
was the first time I was exhibiting that kind of emotion”. 
     Despite the initial shock and despite he wasn’t even 
the oldest boy of the family, Brandon Paul proved - ac-
cording to his father’s words in a previous interview - to 
be a leader. “When I was leaving for Spain, he told me: 
“Dad don’t worry. I’ll be taking care of the family”. It re-
ally was very comforting. And he actually did that. He 
always was something like a leader with his brothers. He 
would be more mature than they were”. 
     This six month ordeal had a long term positive impact 
on his character. “I somehow became the man of the 
house. My purpose had been to keep the family united 
and that challenge helped me mature earlier than most 
of my friends».
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«Simpkins, college and 
disappointment»

Regardless of what was happening in his life, 
basketball had always been a reference point 
for him. When he “left” his mom’s project, he 
found his mentor in the face of the former 
three-time champion with the Chicago Bulls, 

Dickey Simpkins. “He was my mentor and still is family 
to me. He was team mates with Michael Jordan and all 
those great players. We still communicate often and was 
the person that had the greatest impact on my career. 
Then came college and Illinois. I loved it! They were the 
best three years of my life. I made a lot of friends, who 
are still my friends today. I played twice for the NCAA. 
I has some very good experiences and looking back, I 
wouldn’t be changing a thing… I was enjoying party-
ing, lessons and obviously basketball. I got my Bache-
lor’s in Recreation, Sport & Tourism in only 3.5 years, be-
cause I was also taking summer courses. I specialized in 

hotels. I had choices, but I chose hotels because I really 
like traveling. I worked on that area”.  
     He experienced his first serious injury in Illinois. He 
broke his jaw and had to be sidelined for six weeks. But 
looking back now, that injury was less important com-
pared to what he got to experience next. 
    Not been drafted by the NBA was disappointing. 
But in the long run, he got to realize that it was for his 
own benefit. “I had expectations. Many relatives, close 
friends and neighbors had come to support me. But un-
fortunately I didn’t get drafted. The truth is I was disap-
pointed, but I knew I was going to get a chance. I now 
believe that not been drafted was the best thing for me, 
than having been drafted in the second round. Because 
if your get drafted in the second round, the team owns 
your rights for 3 to 4 years. Since that didn’t happen, I 
had complete control of my career”.
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«Against fate’s games»

Obstacles that turned out to be blessings con-
tinue following him with persistence. “For my 
rookie year, I went to Russia to join Nizhny, 
but I didn’t like it there. I didn’t like the way 
the management and the coach were treat-

ing the players. I had very good team mates that really 
helped me a lot. I still keep contact with some of the 
guys. However, the situation was not a good one and I 
had to go. I felt I was really close to depression during 
that time. When I got out of that situation, I realized that 
I’m much stronger mentally than I gave myself credit 
for. All of the above taught me to be patient and not let 
other people influence how I feel inside”. 
     Returning to him home land was unfortunately go-
ing to be even more traumatic, literally as well as met-
aphorically. He joined the developmental team of the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, at the time coach Blatt was still 
with the Cavs and had Will Cherry with his roster! How-
ever, in just the second game wearing the jersey of the 
Canton Charge… “I suffered a rupture of the rotor in my 
left shoulder. In simple words, my shoulder got torn up 
and I wasn’t able to finish the season. I lived through a 
really tough time, because it was the first time I suffered 
such a serious injury. The second time though, when I 
suffered the same injury in the right shoulder this time, 
it was much more painful mentally wise than physically. 
It was such bad luck. That summer, I had the chance to 
play the summer camp with the Chicago Bulls and for 
me that was something like a dream comes true. Nev-
ertheless, I got injured during practices and I had to 
undergo a second surgery in such a short time. I would 

constantly think “why is this happening to me?” I had 
come across some real good opportunities, but they 
were short lived due to injuries and I was wondering if I 
was ever going to play again at a high level».

«And a third injury»

Due to the injuries, he did not get any offers. 
He finally returned to the G League and the 
Canton Charge. Everything started to get 
back on track until … “A little before the play-
offs and while five NBA teams had shown in-

terest in signing me, I got injured once again. The same 
injure. I tore my left shoulder. It was somewhere at that 
point that I began breaking down. I underwent a third 
surgery and my agent was getting no offers. Jordi Fer-
nandez, who had been my coach and is from Barcelona, 
told me that a Spanish team, Badalona, wanted to sign 
me. My agent said he didn’t know anything about that, 
so I told him, I went to Badalona and changed agents! I 
fired him and hired the one I’m still with, Adam Pensack. 
He’s awesome”.   
     Luck was beginning timidly smiling to him… “I played 
for the Spanish League and I was living in Badalona that 
is 10 km far from Barcelona. I loved my time there. I had 
great team mates and a good season. In the summer fol-
lowing that season, I played for the summer league with 
the Charlotte Hornets and then with the Philadelphia 
Sixers. I did not find a guaranteed NBA contract though 
and despite having had offers from G-League teams and 
some small ones in Europe, I chose to go back home and 
work on my game. Finally, in December, I got an offer 
from Anadolu Efes to play for the Euroleague”.
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«The first meeting with Olympiacos»

In the 2016-17 season, Brandon Paul “touched” 
the ticket to the Euroleague final four. Olympia-
cos however cancelled that for him. “I played for 
Efes and I truly enjoyed it. We had a very good 
team and we were playing very well, but we lost 

to Olympiacos in the quarter finals and with that, we lost 
the chance to go to the final four. We had won a game 
at the SEF then and needed two more victories at home. 
But we got to lose one of the two games we played at 
home and then we lost the 5th game at the SEF”. 
     The Turkish team nevertheless allowed him to take the 
step that helped him realize a big dream of his. “After 
Efes, a lot of teams were interested in having me play for 
them in the summer league. At first I thought to not go 
through this, because I was getting older and wanted to 
enjoy my summer vacation. But then I thought about it 

and decided that if opportunities keep coming my way, 
I need to make the most of them. Dallas called me and 
told my agent that if he plays with us, he’s going to defi-
nitely be in the starting five and will have 30 minutes 
per game. So I said, OK, I’ll do it. We played very well 
in the Orlando Summer League, we won 1st place and 
then I went to Las Vegas with Cleveland that also guar-
anteed playing time. After three games, my agent was 
talking with 4 or 5 different teams that wanted to sign 
me. But then the Spurs came and he said ‘yes’ immedi-
ately. I remember that after the game, while I was still at 
the summer league, I saw so many calls on my phone. I 
really didn’t know what was going on. My agent told me 
about the Spurs and I was really excited!”
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«He told her with a 
pair of socks!»

T     he first person he told about 
the new destination in his ca-
reer was - and righteously so - 
his mom. “My mom had always 
been a Spurs fan. She used to 

love their style of playing and her favor-
ite player had been Tim Dunkan. That 
night, after the game, I got a phone call  
from the General Director, R. C. Buford, 
who congratulated me and told me 
that he had given my number to coach 
Popovich to call me in the next days. 
However, I was not allowed to tell any-
one I had signed at that time. I even told 
my family a few days later! So, I returned 
home early and my mom was wonder-
ing why I was home that early, since the 
summer league was still in progress. I 
told her at first that I was tired, but she 
didn’t believe me. She knew this was 
not the case. A few days later, she came 
to my apartment and I asked her: “With 
which NBA team would you like to see 
me playing for?” She said: “It’s nice in 
Miami. It’s hot. I’d like to go there some-
time”. I then tell her: “What do you think 
of San Antonio?” She replies: “It’s my fa-
vorite team!” I had already put on the 
bed a pair of Spurs socks and I tell her, 
look … We hugged and cried at that 
moment”.
It was the moment of vindication for 
the battle he had been giving against 
all adversities. “It was a unique experi-
ence. All the more, I had the opportu-
nity to be playing together with some 
great players. Manu got to retire the 
next year, so it was a real honor to have 
played with him. He’s great. A great 
player, a great team mate, a great per-
son. The same goes for Tony Parker. 
They really helped me in my first year. I 
was a rookie in the NBA, but older from 
some of the guys. Also, coach Popovich 
is of the greatest coaches in all sports, not just basket-
ball. I sincerely appreciate the time I have spent with the 
Spurs, I felt I was part of a big family. I had some very 
beautiful moments. I had some good games, but then I 
watched a lot of them from the bench and that’s tough. 
The season is long, line ups change often, but as a rook-
ie, you learn to sit down, watch, and learn any maybe 
play sometimes”. 
Although he had signed a two year contract, next sea-
son did not find him with the Spurs. “There had been 
many changed, they didn’t know if Manu was going to 
retire, they didn’t know if Kawhai was coming back. The 
whole situation was very liquid. So they could not guar-
antee anything in regard to my playing time, because 
there were other issues for them to take care before 
anything else. I had many offers from 5-6 NBA teams for 
a two way contract. But I wasn’t willing to do that in that 
point of my career”.   

It was a few months before December came and he got 
to decide what his new destination was going to be. 
“I joined the Zhejiang Golden Bulls and enjoyed it. We 
had a good team the staff was amazing and so were my 
team mates. Marcus Denmon was on the team with me, 
who had played for Panathinaikos and I had known him 
from playing against one another at College. It was a 
good season because we qualified for the playoffs and 
that alone had been the greatest achievement in the 
history of the team!”
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«I wanted to experience 
the atmosphere at the SEF»

He went through a lot of offers this summer. 
But he chose to wear the ‘reds’ jersey. “I 
have had some offers from Euroleague and 
Chinese teams, where I was offered a lot of 
money. I also had some offers from the NBA 

on two way contracts, but I didn’t want to do that. I 
thought a lot about it. I talked with coach Blatt about 
what he wanted to do this season and chose Olympia-
cos. I wanted to come to a team where I would be win-
ning. I wanted to be part of a big program. I remem-
bered the atmosphere the Olympiacos’ fans make and 
wanted to be part of it. I wanted to experience that. I ex-
pect the fans to pack the gym at every game and push 
us to victories. I went to some of their soccer games and 
the atmosphere had been amazing. They told me it’s 
the same at the basketball games, so I can’t wait”.
     It’s not only the atmosphere though that he can’t wait 
to experience… “My biggest dream is to win a cham-
pionship. I have won titles in junior leagues, however, 
what I really want is a championship title at a high level 

and I hope it comes with Olympiacos. I have a very good 
feeling for this season. We have players with whom we 
are on the same page. It’s true that we are still putting 
the pieces together, because we have had a lot of peo-
ple absent due to injuries and the national teams, but 
I’m excited. There’s a lot of talent and I think we have 
too much potential. I believe this is going to be one of 
the strongest Euroleague competitions ever. There are 
many names coming from the NBA and many players 
that have returned to the league. Everybody can beat 
everyone else. It’s going to be a very tough season, but 
also a very entertaining one».

Did you know that...
• In 2009 he visited a hospital with 
a friend and met with an 8-year old 
kid that was sick, which changed his 
take on the world. “He taught me that 
basketball is just a sport. I love bas-
ketball, it’s my job, however  it’s not 
the most important thing in the world. 
Watching a sick kid, that in theory had 
very little to be happy about, being 
that excited, offered me a new per-
spective on life. Everybody thinks that 
we think about basketball 24/7. I only 
think about basketball when I need to 
be thinking about basketball».

• He “sacrificed” his graduation to 
work and properly prepare for the NBA 
draft…

• There hasn’t been a summer he has 
stopped working. Even during vacation 
time, he’s in the company of trainers, 
because he wants to constantly be in 
shape.

• He’s really attuned to many social 
issues and communicates that through 
his social media. “I’m interested in so-
cial issues and especially in bulling. 
I have witnessed it being done, I have 
suffered from it. It’s really ugly. I wish 
I could stop it». 

• He recently became the co-owner of 
a small Chicago restaurant. His asso-
ciate is a good friend of his from high-
school.

• One of his new hobbies (except for 
traveling, visiting nice restaurants, 
Netflix and HBO), is fashion. He got to 
attend the runway in a lot of fashion 
shows in Milan during the summer. 
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Kevin Punter
Νο. 0
D.O.B.: 25/06/1993
Height: 1.93cm
Position: Guard
Country: U.S.A.
Season 1



Wade Baldwin IV
Νο. 2
D.O.B.: 29/03/1996
Height: 1.93cm
Position: Guard
Country: U.S.A.
Season 1
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Brandon Paul
Νο. 3
D.O.B.: 30/04/1991
Height: 1.93cm
Position: Guard
Country: U.S.A.
Season 1
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Αntonis Koniaris
Νο. 6
D.O.B.: 30/09/1997
Height: 1.96cm
Position: Guard
Country:: Greece
Season 1
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Vassilis Spanoulis
Νο. 7
D.O.B.: 07/08/1982
Height: 1.93cm
Position: Guard
Country: Greece
Season 10



WE ARE OLYMPIACOS   29



30    WE ARE OLYMPIACOS

Will Cherry
Νο. 10
D.O.B.: 08/02/1991
Height: 1.85cm
Position: Guard
Country: U.S.A.
Season 2
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Nikola Milutinov
Νο. 11
D.O.B.: 30/12/1994
Height: 2.13cm
Position: Center
Country: Serbia
Season 5
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Sasha Vezenkov
Νο. 14
D.O.B.: 06/08/1995
Height: 2.06cm
Position: Forward
Country: Bulgaria-Cyprus
Season 2 



WE ARE OLYMPIACOS   33

George Printezis
Νο. 15
D.O.B.: 22/02/1985
Height: 2.05cm
Position: Forward
Country: Greece
Season 16



34    WE ARE OLYMPIACOS

Kostas Papanikolaou
Νο. 16
D.O.B.: 31/07/1990
Height: 2.04cm
Position: Forward
Country: Greece
Season 8 
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Mindaugas Kuzminskas
Νο. 19
D.O.B.: 18/10/1989
Height: 2.05cm
Position: Forward
Country: Lithuania
Season 1
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Aleksej Pokusevski
Νο. 20
D.O.B.: 26/12/2001
Height: 2.11cm
Position: Guard
Country: Serbia
Season 2 
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Augustine Rubit
Νο. 21
D.O.B.: 14/08/1989
Height: 2.03cm
Position: Center
Country: U.S.A.
Season 1 
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Ethan Happ
Νο. 22
D.O.B.: 07/05/1996
Height: 2.08cm
Position: Center
County: U.S.A.
Season 1
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Head Coach

David Blatt

D.O.B.: 22/05/1957

Country: U.S.A.

Season 2 



WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE 
TV SHOW AT THE MOMENT?
«Breaking bad».  

NETFLIX OR AMAZON?
«Νetflix».

WHICH MOVIE DID YOU 
SEE RECENTLY THAT YOU 
LIKED?
«The truth is I don’t watch movies».

DO YOU FOLLOW FASHION 
TRENDS? WHAT IS IT THAT 
IS FASHIONABLE RIGHT 
NOW AND YOU LIKE?
«I generally know what’s fashionable, but I can’t say I 
dress accordingly…».

WHAT DO YOU LOVE TO 
WEAR?
«Jeans and t-shirts».

WHAT KIND OF SHOES 
WOULD YOU WEAR IF POS-
SIBLE? WHICH ONES MAKE 
YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE?
«Air Force 1».

WITH WHAT DO YOU 

USUALLY MATCH THEM?
«Jeans or sweat pants».

IS THERE AN ACCESSORY 
YOU ALWAYS WEAR? 
«A watch, always».

WHICH ONE OF YOUR TEAM 
MATES IS THE BEST 
DRESSER?
«Although I haven’t seen them off court yet, from what I 
can get, Brandon Paul must have the best style».

WHICH SOCIAL MEDIA 
PLATFORM DO YOU USE?
«Instagram».

WHAT KIND OF MUSIC DO 
YOU LISTEN TO?
«Hip hop».

WHAT’S TRENDING?
Let’s meet the players of Olympiacos off court. What they eat, what kind of music they listen to, which 
places they frequent? 

ANTONIS KONIARIS
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WHAT KIND OF 
MUSIC DO MOST OF 
YOUR TEAM MATES 
LISTEN TO?
«Hip hop».

WHICH PLACES DO 
YOU FREQUENT 
WHEN YOU GO OUT?
«I like going to neighborhood bars for a 
drink».

WHERE DO YOU 
USUALLY GO WHEN 
YOU GO OUT TO-
GETHER WITH YOUR 
TEAM MATES?
«We haven’t been out together yet…».

WHICH ONE OF YOUR 
TEAM MATES HAS 
THE BEST DANCE 
MOVES?
«I think that Will Cherry has the best 
moves. He’s a very happy person».

WHICH VIDEO GAME 
DO YOU PLAY THE 
MOST?
«Fortnite». 

FIFA OR PRO 
EVOLUTION 
SOCCER;
«FIFA».

WHO’S THE BEST AT 
FIFA/PES AND WHO’S 
THE WORST?
«I don’t know about the best, but 
I definitely know the worst. Me!».

WHO PLAYS THE 
MOST VIDEO GAMES 
ON THE TEAM?
«I don’t know».

DO YOU HAVE AN 
EXPRESSION THAT 
YOU USE ALL THE 
TIME?
«Lately ‘plain’ is very trending and I’m kind 
of stuck with it as well!».
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WHO USES THE SAME 
EXPRESSIONS ALL THE 
TIME?
«Papanikolaou».

WHICH FOOD YOU NOW 
EAT THAT YOU WOULDN’T 
TOUCH A FEW YEARS AGO?
«Green leaves salad».
 

YOUR HAIR-ARE YOU 
HAPPY WITH THEM AT THIS 
PARTICULAR MOMENT?
«I keep mine shaved so I’m happy with that».

IS THERE ANYONE 
ADVISING YOU ON YOUR 
HAIRSTYLE?
«No, noone».
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Abeautiful and special meeting 
took place at the SEF a few 
days ago! In the framework of 
the joint photoshoot for the 
e-magazines of the Basketball 

and the Football departments, the “cap-
tains” of all the Olympiacos teams came 
together! Browse through our pages for 
the ‘backstage’ of the captains’ meeting, 
the menu that included a lot of teasing 
except on the top of well-wishing and a 
special match up. Vassilis Spanoulis and 
Kostas Fortounis gave it all for the basket-
ball “score 4”! As for the winner? You will 
get to find out who that was in the near 
future, on the video Olympiacos Bc is pre-
paring!

AREWE
FAMILY!
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Kostas Fortounis 
(Football)

Alkistis Avramidou 
(Polo)

Evina Stamati
(Basketball)

George Petreas
(Volleyball)

Kostas Mourikis
(Polo)

Stella Christodoulou 
(Volleyball)

Kostas Tsilimparis 
(Handball)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

5 6

7
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They are the head coach-
es of Olympiacos in the 
two most popular sports 
in Greece. Football and 
basketball or else Pedro 
Martins and David Blatt. 
 
Despite the fact that 
both of them are in their 
second season with Olym-
piacos, they had never 
had the chance to talk as 
friends, taking some pre-
cious time off the pres-
sure of the bench. 
 
From the moment that 
chance was offered, not 
only did they took advan-
tage of it, but they dis-
cusses on how basketball 
influences football and 
vice versa, they shot free 
throws, agreed to talking 
over coffee, since they 
live in the same neigh-
borhood and they got 
to exchange … coaches 
boards! 
 
Olympiacos was always 
of course the epicenter 
of the discussion, as well 
as the health issue Da-
vid Blatt has been cop-
ing with, who once again 
showed how we are all 
supposed to face all kinds 
or problems that affect 
our lives.
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What does “Olympiacos mean to 
you”:

David Blatt: ««First of all, it’s a great honor and 
pleasure to be here with coach Martins. I feel lucky to 
meet with my colleague in this great club. Listening 
that you haven’t had the chance to watch any basket-
ball game live, I’m inviting you on behalf of our family 
to come to the gym and watch a game. And since you 
have been doing such a great job, I might want you to 
sit next to me and tell me what to do! You’ve been do-
ing an amazing job and we are all proud of you and the 
football team. 
 
Olympiacos is a team with a great tradition, great his-
tory, a very significant club. It’s a part of the life and the 
heart of the fans. When you work for such a club, you 

feel the passion and the importance of being part of 
that history and tradition».

Pedro Martins: «It’s a great joy to be sitting 
here with coach Blatt. I congratulate you on who you 
are and what kind of coach you have been for Olym-
piacos. Olympiacos is the same thing for me. It’s pas-
sion. We have been working for a big family that has a 
huge tradition as the top club, not just in Greece, but in 
Europe as well. It’s my great joy to be working with all 
those people that passionately love the team. We want 
to be winning and give joy to everyone, because the 
fans breathe and live for Olympiacos, so it’s a great joy 
and motivation for me to be working for this team».
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Mr. Blatt, do you watch football? 
Mr. Martins, what’s your relation-
ship with basketball?

D.B.: «Growing up in the States, football or ‘soccer’ 
as we call it wasn’t the most popular sport. Only when I 
came to Europe, 37 years ago, I recognized that the top 
sport in the world is football and not American football, 
as I had thought, having played that as a kid. Through-
out these years, I understood 
how the game is played, the 
plethora of tactics and the 
basic principles of the sport. 
I have great appreciation for 
some wonderful athletes and 
stars you have in the game 
and the fact that the coaches 
are able to coordinate 11 play-
ers on the court. I have prob-
lems with five and you have to 
do that with 11! Being able to 
present such a beautiful sport 
impresses me and I appreciate 
football for that reason».

P.M.: «I like basketball but 
I have to admit and be hon-
est before you that I haven’t 
watched any high level game. 
Mostly at school and some 
games on TV. Football takes 
up so much of our time, that 
sometimes we get to forget 
the rest of the sports. After 
football, basketball is the best 
sport in the world for me. I love 
it, but I don’t have the time to 
watch more of it». 

D.B.: «My players watch 
your games. They came to 
watch the last two games for 
the Champions League (i.e 
Krasnodar, Tottenham) and 
saw you good you played. I felt 
they were inspired, because 
they were better players to the 
practice. So I’m going to tell 
them to continue coming to 
watch you!».

P.M.: «It’s the same as in 
last season. Fortounis and 
Leonardo were coming to all 
your games. They could feel 
that great Euroleague atmo-
sphere. Basketball is also com-
plicated though. I can under-
stand many things that we also 
implement with football, like 
complex guarding at corners 
and fouls, we take that from 
basketball or even some situ-
ations we exercise, we borrow 
them from basketball as well. 
So your sport is very complex 

as well. It might happen sometimes, but generally, you 
cannot change the game in two minutes with football. 
Sometimes, you might win in the last minute, but chang-
ing a negative result is not as easy like it is in basketball».
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David Blatt decided a little while ago 
to make his health issue public. How 
do you think this move can help other 
people?

D.B.: «First of all, I decided to do that to inspire others, 
not to have the attention on me, asking for sympathy or 
any kind of special treatment. I only wanted to inspire oth-
er people that face all kinds of difficulties. There are many 
people that cope with physical as well as psychological 
problems, with which they struggle on a daily basis. I sim-
ply wanted to give them the courage and the support they 
needed to come forward and talk about any problems they 
might be having and seek support from other people. As 
coaches, we teach our players to overcome adversity; either 
they are of physical or mental nature, of mood or of general 
circumstance. The easiest thing in life is to be making ex-
cuses and finding reasons not to do anything. I’m a basket-
ball coach and if I told myself that physically I don’t feel the 
same as I used to before, I can’t do this or I don’t have the 
motivation to do it, or I can’t inspire my players to give their 
best, then this would go against everything we’ve been 
teaching them every day and believe as leaders. I feel I have 
the chance to continue working, continue helping players 
and people to show their best selves. That’s what I was born 
to do, so that’s my therapy, the best thing for me ». 
 
P.M.: «What can I say, he’s a life example. That not only 
inspires your players but also people that face similar or 
other problems or personal nature. You are an example. 
And as you said, you keep teaching your players to over-
come adversity, anything negative that life throws at them. 
You are an example. The most important thing for me that 
I would like to keep is the passion you have for basketball, 
for your career, your professionalism. We have only talked 
once, this is the second one and I have watched some of 
your interviews. We all feel how passionate you are and 
I know that everyone with Olympiacos stand by you and 
love you, because you transmit this great passion of yours. 
Thank you for being a life example coach».

D.B.: «I have a question for your coach that I have 
been contemplating for quite some time. The game 
against Tottenham ended with a tie between two 
great teams, but I have the feeling that Olympiacos is 
the superior team. Taking into consideration the gen-
eral performance, Olympiacos played better, but the 
game ended tied. Since in basketball, at the end of 
the 40 minutes, the better will always be winning, be-
cause it’s in the nature of the sport, does the same ax-
iom apply to football? Can a team that hasn’t played 
well and maybe does not deserve to win, actually win 
the game?».

P.M.: «Yes, it’s possible. Some teams that are not 
that good can have good tactics and play smart. We 
can understand that the opponent is strong, but we 
can adjust our strategies and be strong too. Football 
is played with the legs, not with the arms. In basket-
ball you can take 70 shots and make 65 of them. In 
football however, you have the goalkeeper, the field 
might not be in good condition. Our passion with 
football has to do with the fact that the last team can 
beat the first one. I don’t think that it’s the same in 
basketball». 

D.B.: «I don’t think so either».
 
P.M.: «According to my opinion, that’s the differ-
ence. The last team can beat the first one due to the 
condition of the playing field. Even because some 
players don’t have a good day, which is something 
you have to face as well. You may be having a good 
strategy, but some player is out of shape and whatev-
er you have worked on during the week gets thrown 
away. Our jobs are different because one player can 
have a problem or be sick. I have dealt with many 
such situations».
 
D.B.: .: «It’s different, very interesting».
 
P.M.: «Playing fields in Greece are not high quality 
ones. Unfortunately, that’s a big problem. The whole 
mentality around football in Greece needs to change 
for the sport to progress. It’s a very important factor». 
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What’s your relationship with the 
Olympiacos fans all that time and 
not just with them. How have you 
been treated?

P.M.: «I feel that fans respect our work, understands it. 
It’s not easy for the millions of our fans to support us, but 
I feel you believe the same, because fans talk about your 
work Mr. Blatt. I think we have the same perception».
 
D.B.: «I have a wonderful story, a true story. I was driv-
ing to the gym a few days ago and stopped at the lights. 
A gentleman opened the window in the car next to mine 
and told me: How are you doing coach? I told him I was 
fine he said “Pedro has been doing an amazing job; we 
want you to be like him! An Olympiacos’ fan, it was won-
derful, made my day!».

Do you both watch the football and 
basketball teams’ games respec-
tively? 

D.B.: «Everyone sees the results and it’s only natural 
for sports fan. We coaches watch other things as well, not 
just results. We see how things are done. We see behind 

the results. Devotion, intelligence, tactics, dedication to 
perfection come first and when I watch the football team, 
that’s what I feel, that’s what I see. It’s very important and 
it’s inspirational because you know that results never 
come withoutt those things. To say we want to win this or 
do that, that’s easy, it has no value. Working, finding how 
your team is going to play in the best possible way and 
be th best it can be, that’s the message I get when I watch 
the coach’s team».
 
P.M.: «I believe they have a great coach and leader, 
and that’s you coach. I didn’t get to watch many games 
last season, but from parts of the games I did watch I 
witnessed your team’s dedication and that they believe 
in their leader. I don’t understand anything in terms of 
basketball tactics, but I can understand that the connec-
tion you have with the players and your leadership are the 
most important factors. The behaviors you teach them 
and the fact that they follow your leadership are very im-
portant. I wish you the best with the Euroleague and I’m 
sure I’m coming to watch a game». 
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So, which are the actual differenc-
es between basketball and football? 
(The question was answered later 
on, since the train of thinking was 
uncontrollable!):
 
D.B.: «I wish that one day basketball in England is as 
popular as football. It will be exciting for our sport».  
 
P.M.: «We can some day play here or at Rentis mixing 
up our players and playing both football and basketball».

 D.B.: «Coach, I’m certain the footballers are going to 
beat the basketball players, because I have seen many 
examples of American players trying to play football. 
It’s really entertaining; it’s the funniest thing I have ever 
seen. We have done it in the past, not with Olympiacos, 
but there had been days when we were recuperating and 
would be playing a little football as well. Watching your 
players play is hilarious! Because playing with your feet is 
much more difficult than playing with your hands. It re-
quires not only a different but also a better skill set».
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We have seen players of 
the two teams having a 
very good relationship, 
for example the one be-
tween Spanoulis and For-
tounis. How important is 
this for the Club?
 
P.M.: «I think this is the family of 
Olympiacos. They love the team, they 
love sports. They feel the team each time 
they go to watch basketball games. Ev-
eryone loves the team. That’s a good ex-
ample for everyone. Olympiacos is a big 
team and the fans enjoy watching the 
players on the court being interested not 
only in their sport but also in the others».
 
D.B.: «Players like Fortounis and 
Spanoulis are great for a reason. Not sim-
ply because of goals and baskets. But be-
cause they are great people. And as the 
coach has said, that’s important to the 
fans and especially the fans of Olympia-
cos. They feel that, they respect that and 
appreciate it. It’s only normal they have a 
lot of respect for one another». 

Next, the two coach-
es decided to exchange 
ideas on the theoretical 
approach of their sport, 
with each one presenting 
samples of his philosophy 
on the coach’s board...
 
D.B.: «I think that spacing is very im-
portant in football as well. It allows each 
player to have freedom and at the same 
time to react to the ball movement or to 
that of a body. In our game, if for example 
the ball comes your way, you don’t want 
to go to the ball, but move away from it. 
If player 1 comes towards player 2, then 
he needs to ‘cut’ inside and maintain the 
possibility of getting the ball, allowing 
the next player to take the pass, move 
and create space for himself. You always 
need to pay attention to spacing. Space 
to play. To ‘read’, to react and follow, not 
necessarily tactics, but to help your team 
mate free himself».

P.M.: «In football, everyone is talking 
about plays and systems. For me, the 
system is not the important thing, but 
rather the process. Spacing is fundamen-
tal both in basketball and in football. 
We have more space here but also more 
people and you need to figure out solu-
tions. Two things are important when 

you lose the ball. To react and win it back 
and thus you have space. Sometimes we 
have this strategy. Some other times, 
we don’t carry the ball, but we wait the 
moment we win it and come out in the 
transition. Or sometimes, we wait for the 
ball, but when we react we have a new 
offense, a counter attack. With small 
teams that’s very important, because 
it’s the moment you find them less orga-
nized. For me, more important than sys-
tems, 4-4-2, 4-3-3, 5-4-1, it’s the process, 
what, our players are going to do against 
the specific opponent, using our process 
and our strategy».
 
A little before the finale 
of the meeting -that could 
had lasted for hours- and 
after exchanging phone 
numbers to have… cof-
fee, they exchanged their 
coaching boards as well, 
with David Blatt not 
missing the opportunity 
to comment:
 
«Maybe this will help you, but it will 
certainly help me! I need 11 players for 
my defense, not just five, so then we can 
guard our opponents; that would be 
great!» and Pedro Martins adding:
 

«Thank you 
it’s a big 

inspiration!»
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«One on one with … Fortu and Spanoulis!»
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He plays in football shoes but 
is in love with the “orange 

Goddess”! (i.e.greek reference 
to the basketball).Leonardo 

Koutris reveals his weakness-
es, apart from playing on a 

grass field…
He wanted to be a 

play-maker when young, he 
goes to the SEF really often, 
while his match ups against 

Kostas Fortounis on the court 
are one of a kind! Olympiacos’ 
defender and a great fan of 
the basketball team, invites 
the two ‘red’ captains on a 
one-on-one match up, siding 
with a surprise team mate! 

Do you often go at the SEF, is bas-
ketball your second great love?
«The truth is I really love basketball, both playing and 
watching it, that’s why whenever I get the time I go to the 
gym to watch our team’s games. The atmosphere at the 
SEF, the high level of the team as well as the excitement 
of a Euroleague game are enough of a motivation for me 
to go to the gym in any given opportunity».

Πως βλέπεις το νέο ξεκίνημα της 
ομάδας στην Ευρωλίγκα; What’s 
your take on the team’s new begin-
ning with the Euroleague? 
«I think that the team has not succeeded in repeating the 
success of past seasons, but I believe we have the prop-
er coach to get us back on track. Mr. David Blatt is with 
the team for the second season and now knows it bet-
ter. I firmly believe that Olympiacos is going to be play-
ing better this season. We have experienced players, with 
quality, but above all else, we have the required jersey for 
the team to progress. Mr. Blatt knows the way to lead his 
teams to success. He’s a coach that inspires his players 
and recently, by making his problem public, proved he 
can inspire people beyond basketball».

You also play basketball, which posi-
tion do you prefer?
«’When I was little, I used to play both football and bas-
ketball because I really loved them both, but in general, 
whenever I have the time I go to shoot some hoops by 
myself or in case I get company, for some friendly scrim-
mage. My favorite position can be no other than that of 
the play-maker because due to my height, I can’t play 
anything else. Anyway, that’s the position I would have 
chosen should I had become a basketball player, because 
you get to organize the team in every offensive play. It’s a 
key-position for basketball».

Are your match-ups against Kostas 
Fortounis a fact? And if so, who 
gets to win?
«Truth is there is a friendly rivalry with ‘Fortou’, because 

he also plays basketball a lot. We have the same … spar-
ring with other guys on the team when we get to play. We 
have many good basketball players on our team and we 
have very good games when we play. As for Kostas, he’s 
a better shooter than I am but I’m better at dribbling and 
driving».

With who would you like to be team 
mates so as to challenge Fortounis 
and Spanoulis?
«I think that this duo is very strong so I would need to have 
an equally strong player and team legend on my side, and 
that’s no other than Giorgos Printezis. We’ll be easily play-
ing the pick n’ roll and ‘strike’ them in the post!».

Which game you got to watch live 
has been engraved in your memory 
and why?
«I have many team games in my memory. Great perfor-
mances, important victories and significant qualifications 
that no one can forget. Nevertheless, if I had to choose 
one, I would be choosing last season’s Euroleague game 
against Panathinaikos, when the team had been … ter-
rifying to the opponent, as well as the fans in the gym. 
It was an unforgettable atmosphere, just like the team’s 
performance».
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I was living… 
«In Nicosia»

I used to live with…  
«My mother and my sister».

Our pets at the time… 
«Didn’t have any».

I was going to school… 
«Apostle Varvavas in Nicosia».

My best friend was… 
«I had two BFs. Andreas and Alexandros».

People used to call me…
«Veza! They had a hard time with Vezenkov and would 
call me Veza».

The basketball team I was 
playing for was…  
«APOEL».

The team I was rooting for 
was… 
«APOEL».

My favorite player was… 
«Dirk Novitsky».

My favorite TV show 
was…  
«Constantine and Eleni reruns (i.e. Greek TV show)».

For breakfast I would be 
eating… 
«The sandwich my mom would be making».

I was vacationing at… 
«Bulgaria».

In my 
wallet 
I would 
have…  
«Didn’t have a 
wallet».

I would be 
going to 
bed… 
«Early. Around 21:30-22:00».

What I loved doing was…
«Playing with my friends at the park».

WHEN I WAS 10
SASHA VEZENKOV
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The “silliest” thing I would be 
doing…  
«I would often be away from home for the whole day 
without letting anyone know».

The man I would be “copying” 
would be…
«I have a literal reply for that! I would be copying what 
my school mate Christiana had written for school!».

My favorite place on earth 
was…
«Where ever my family would be»..

My worst habit was… 
«Being bored to study».

My favorite game would be… 
«Football at the park or playing video games on the 
Play Station».

I would be looking forward for 
dinner to be… 
«Something really nice… Like schnitzel! But that would 
be once a week».

Apart from playing sports, 
I loved to …  
«Watch TV».

If I had 100 euro at the time, 
I would spend on… 
«Buying a cell phone!»

Olympiacos was to me… 
«A great European team».

Other sports I liked… 
«Football».
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«It’s a huge 
honor to 

play at the 
SEF»

Anna Niki Stamolamprou
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A nna Niki Stamolamprou, from the women’s bas-
ketball team of Olympiacos talked about the 
SEF, David Blatt’s team and the player he ad-
mires on it.  
She has been wearing the red jersey of the 

Olympiacos’ women’s basketball team and has won a dou-
ble (Championship and Cup) with the Piraeus team. 
     Anna Niki Stamolamprou returned to our country for 
Olympiacos and is a member of the invincible Double 
Greek title holders, who have been undefeated in the 
Greek competitions for the past four years.  
     The Robert Morris graduate went to the SEF with the rest 
of the women’s team to watch the friendly game against 
Crvena Zvezda. 
     The Olympiacos’ guard talked about the atmosphere in 
the gym, the feeling to be playing in the historic stadium 
as well as about her take on David Blatt’s team and her 
favorite player.

Last year you had the chance to be playing at the SEF with 
the women’s team. What were your feelings when you first 
stepped on this historic court…

    «I think that the fact we played our European games at 
the SEF last season was a unique experience. The Peace 
and Friendship Stadium is a basketball gem, is one of the 
hottest home courts and if you think about how many 
global basketball stars have played in this gym, you un-
derstand the value of playing in this very arena. It’s a huge 
honor to be playing at the SEF».

What was your first take from the game against Crvena 
Zvezda?

     «Despite the game being a friendly one, the Olympi-
acos fans once again showed their love and support for 
the team. It was an unequivocal game with nice plays and 
big buckets at the end. I’m certain the team is going to be 
more ready when the Euroleague games start».

How does it feel to be watching a men’s game at the gym 
as a fan?

     «I often come to the SEF to watch games of the men’s 
team. I usually watch the games very carefully and I focus 
on the defensive and offensive tactics of the team. I defi-
nitely focus a little more on the players that play the guard 
positions trying to ‘read’ their moves and incorporate 
them in my game». 

Who is the player that you admire the most and why? 

     «Definitely Vassilis Spanoulis because we play the same 
position and I think he’s one of the smartest players out 
there. His calmness when during difficult situation, his 
explosion when playing 1on1, his leadership skills and his 
choices close to the end of the game are only some of the 
attributes I admire the most». 

If you could take three players from the current Olympi-
acos men’s team to have as teammates, who would they 
be?

     «I would choose Spanoulis, Printezis and Milutinov. I 
believe that all three have their own way to maximize their 
contribution with a team».
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FACESWAP 
(10 points) 

THE HISTORIAN 
(2 points for each correct answer)  

TO WHOM IT BELOGNS? 
(10 points) 

2

4

5

Who is the ‘red’ with this tattoo? 

1. After Olympiacos, he played for Unicaja Malaga. Right or 
wrong?

2. Which number did he have on his jersey while playing 
for the ‘reds?

3. He won a trophy with Olympiacos. Yes or no?

4. Stephan Risacher was born in France in 1974. Right or 
wrong? 

5. He played with Olympiacos for three seasons. Right or 
wrong?

Name the two players that hide behind this face.

3

SNEAKERS CORNER
(10 points) 

Who owns this pair of shoes?  

WHICH SEASON 
(5 points) 

1. Olympiacos played against AEK for the Greek Cup Final.

2. The team’s head coach was Faithon Mathaiou. 

3. The ‘reds’ won the championship undefeated. 

1
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OLYMPIACOS ARCHIVES 
(5 points for each correct 
answer)  

ANSWERS

1. 1975-76 2. Kevin Punter  3. Kostas Papanikolaou / Antonis Koni-
aris 4. Correct / No 9 / Yes / Wrong / Wrong 5. To Vassilis Spanoulis 
6. CSKA’s logo on the top right is missing / NIKE’s logo is missing 
from the ball / Number 9 at the top left of CSKA’s jersey is missing / 
Number 2 from the shorts on the Unics Kaza player is missing / The 
letter I from the word bwin on Milutinov’s jersey is missing 7. Giorgos 
Liagkas  8. Milan Tomic 9. Alekos Spanoudakis / Μilan Tomic / Thodoris 

Papaloukas 10. James Forrest

FIND THE 5 DIFFERENCES
(2 points for each one)  6

FAMOUS OLYMPIACOS’ 
FANS (10 points)  

7

WHO BEAT THE BUZZER? 
(10 points)  

8

The right photo has five differences compared to the left one. Can you find them?

1. He played for Olympiacos for one 
season.

2. Had been team mates with the 
great Alfonso Ford.

3. Has played for another three Greek 
teams.

4. Retired after the 2004-2005 sea-
son.

5. Won the Greek Cup with 
Olympiacos. 

Fortitudo Bologna has returned to the Lega Basket Serie 
A and the magazine remembers a historical victory of 
Olympiacos in Bologna 20 years ago. Who was the play-
er that had beaten the buzzer to give the ‘reds’ the win? 

1. Who had been the Olympiacos’ captain 
when the team won the Championship in 
1960?

2. Who had been the Olympiacos’ captain 
when the team won the Greek Cup in 2002?

3. Who was the Olympiacos’ captain when the 
team played the Berlin Final Four in 2009?

9

1. He’s a famous Greek TV announcer. 

2. Had been married to an equally famous 
Greek TV announcer.

3. Apart from morning shows he had also 
been the presenter of a talent show.

10
WHO AM I? 
(10 points)   
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